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Select Board Minutes  
Tuesday, March 29, 2022  

  7:00pm 
 

The Select Board Regular Meeting was held virtually in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L.c.30A. S.20.  

Select Board participants:    
Stu Sklar, Erin McBee, Rich Maiore 
Kara Minar and Alice von Loesecke was absent 
Town Department attendees:   
Town Administrator Tim Bragan, Assistant Town Administrator Marie Sobalvarro and Executive Assistant  
Julie Doucet  
Additional participants: 
National Grid Rep. Javier Morales, Tree Warden JC Ferguson, American Diabetes Association Rep. Tim Wilson 
 

The board had a moment of silence to recognize the passing of longtime resident and dedicated town 
employee and volunteer Peter E. Warren. 
 

National Grid Pole Petition Hearing – Under Pin Hill Road 
Stu Sklar opened the hearing inviting National Grid representative Javier Morales to review the details. He 
explained two utility poles are necessary to provide electricity to the new home being built at 46 Under Pin Hill 
Road. He said the existing pole 15 will be moved to a new location across the street approximately 125ft in the 
northeast direction. He explained the power lines will crisscross over the roadway. Morales has met with the 
neighboring homeowner and the Tree Warden to go over the various details.  
 

Property owner Emil Rhodin explained there is a request to have one tree removed and some limited 
trimming of trees to accommodate the poles. He along with the Tree Warden and National Grid decided this 
was the best course of action to minimize the impact to the trees in the area. He is aware a hearing is required 
for the removal of a shade tree. Tree Warden JC Ferguson entered the meeting and reiterated what had been 
explained by Rhodin. Rhodin is interested in having electricity connected as soon as possible. He plans for the 
property construction to be completed by the fall of this year. 
 

Public comment 
Cindy Allen, 43 Under Pin Hill Road, a direct abutter and has been involved in discussions with National Grid, 
the Tree Warden and owner about the proposed work to be done. She asked for clarification on the pole 
location as the stakes had moved from the weight of the snow this winter. She was concerned about the 
crisscrossing of power lines over the roadway but after further reassurance from everyone involved that this is 
the best course of action she was satisfied. 
 

In addition to this pole hearing a hearing is necessary to remove one shade tree. This hearing will be 
conducted by the Tree Warden either in conjunction with the Planning Board or Select Board. held by the Tree 
Warden to remove the shade tree. He will work on the details on that.  
 

By a roll call vote, McBee – aye, Maiore – aye, Sklar – aye, the board voted unanimously to conditionally 
approve the pole installation on Under Pin Hill Road pending hearing for the removal of a shade tree.   
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New England Tour de Cure – American Diabetes Association 
Associate Director Tim Wilson came seeking permission for their cycling event to pass through Harvard and 
locate one of their rest stops in the ballfield parking lot on Depot Road. He explained this event is part of the 
Tour de Cure series of fundraising cycling events around the country that benefit the American Diabetes 
Association. The New England Tour takes place on Sunday, August 21st with a start/finish in Lexington. Wilson 
said the route has been carefully planned to bring riders through historic parts of New England and the views 
on Prospect Hill Road near Fruitland’s Museum are a desired route for many riders from the area. The board 
members were supportive of the event noting use of the parking lot would need approval from the Park & 
Recreation Commission. Executive Assistant Julie Doucet will coordinate this additional approval along with 
notifying the public safety department of the event. By a roll call vote, McBee – aye, Maiore - aye, Sklar – aye, 
the board voted unanimously to approve the event for August 21st pending further approval from park & Rec 
for use of their parking area for a rest stop.  
 

Minutes  
By a roll call vote, McBee – aye, Maiore – aye, Sklar – aye, the board voted unanimously to approve minutes 
from 3/1 & 3/7, as presented. 
 

Staff Report/Updates (Attachment A) 
 

Public Communication 
Jennifer Finch, Codman Hill Road, was excited and pleased the board approved the Cure de Tour to come 
through town. 
 

Town Meeting warrant and discuss town election hours 
Town Administrator Tim Bragan reported the warrant has been reviewed by town counsel, the Finance 
Director and the Finance Committee Chair. There are a total of 32 articles on the warrant. They discussed 
hours for the town election.  
 

By a roll call vote, McBee – aye, Maiore – aye, von Loesecke – aye, Sklar – aye, the board voted unanimously 
to have the election poles open from 12:00pm to 8:00pm on Tuesday, May 17th. By a roll call vote, McBee – 
aye, Maiore – aye, von Loesecke – aye, Sklar – aye, the board voted unanimously to close the town meeting 
warrant.  
 

Meeting on April 5 
The board will hold a daytime meeting on Tuesday, April 5th at 3 pm to approve the town meeting warrant and 
to take a time sensitive vote to approve the sale of bonds 
 

Act on 179D Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings Deduction Allocation form 
Stu Sklar explained this item is a request from the School Committee. A vote by the Select Board will enable 
the architect/design firm for the new school to receive a tax deduction that municipalities are not entitled to.  
By a roll call vote, Maiore – aye, Sklar – aye, McBee – aye, the board voted unanimously to approve tax 
deduction form 179d be signed by the Town Administrator. 
 

Carlson Orchards one-day entertainment license requests 
Stu Sklar presented draft conditions for entertainment at the Carlson Orchards Cider Barn. Erin McBee offered 
an edit to the conditions as well as Town Administrator Tim Bragan. Owner Frank Carlson has requested one-
day entertainment licenses for 25 dates beginning in April through October. Sklar suggested the board 
approve dates in April and May at this meeting and act on the other requested dates when the entire board is 
present. He believes the conditions as drafted address much of the concerns brought up by abutters to the 
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property. By a roll call vote, Maiore – aye, McBee – aye, Sklar – aye, the board voted unanimously to approve 
the entertainment license conditions for Carlson Orchards as presented with 11 items.  
By a roll call vote, Maiore – aye, Sklar – aye, McBee – aye, the board voted unanimously to approve dates of 
April 2nd, April 26th, May 7th and May 14th.  
 
Revenue Ideation Committee 
Stu Sklar reported the SB rep. Kara Minar requested their charge be revised to extend the deadline for their 
report until June of 2022 instead of March. By a roll call vote, Maiore – aye, McBee – aye, Sklar – aye, the 
board voted unanimously to approve the change to their charge through June instead of March.  
 

Select Board Reports 
Erin McBee reported the Personnel Board is discussing adding Juneteenth to the observed holidays for town 
staff.  
 

Rich Maiore reported the Open Space Committee is working with Park &Rec to identify parcels with potential 
for playing fields.  
 

McBee added the Bromfield house petition has been file with the courts. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm 
 

Documents referenced: 
Pole Petition request from National Grid – dated 2.25.2022 
American Diabetes Association event request – dated March 2022 
Section 179D allocation form – dated 3.15.2022 
Carlson Orchards dates for entertainment – dated 3.24.2022 
Carlson Orchards draft conditions – dated March 2022 



Attachment A






